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Thus pubhcatuon is: prepared for reglonal spe lsts in the Washmgton com-
imunity by the Western-Hemisphere Division; Office of Current Intelligence,
'with occasional contributions from other offlces within the Directorate of
'Intelligence. Comments and queries are welcome They should be-directed to
the'authors of the individual articles.
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Argentina: New Polltlcal Curbs

1

i "

!

g
. ' Last week's dec151on by the junta to strlp a
‘number - of former Peronist officials of all their

lpoﬂltlcal rlghts for(allegedi"lmmoral conduct" is

porters deprlved of the rlght to vote, run for union

or publlc office,. orthold -any, publlc position. Former
economic minister Jose Gelbard; a naturalized
Argentlne, was strlpped of his citizenship.

e

The US embassy in Buenos Aires reports that
many politicians see the junta's move as a tactical
-and unnecessary mistake, particularly since the
\government already had available any number of laws
with which to punish transgressors. The embassy
believes, moreover; that the . junta weakens, rather

-.than strengthens, its case by Teferring vaguely to
mimmorality™ rather than spec1f1c violations of law.

Political frgureSwhave,also«cr1t1c1zed'a junta =
decree issued earlier this month, which they inter-
pret as a total ban on any and all political activity,
even group. discussions of current events. The law
was handed down along with two, others that banned a
number of extreme’leftlst splinter. groups not al- :
ready spec1f1call“ cove,ed carly junta décrees.. o 2 K
Death by firing squadyhas been¥reinstated as a : 7
punlshment for attacks on pollce or other off1c1a1s. '

1

Taken together, the new féasures constltute an ‘ & 3

advance, but not a major victory, for military ad- &
vocates of a sterner approach to government. The
1ist of persons deprived of political rights, for
example, was relatively small, much more so than
mlght have been expected. Moreover, virtually all
the leftist groups now formally banned had already
gone underground and wére of little consequence. None-
theless, hardlinérs will be encouraged to press for

" more vindictive measures and fewer constraints on
their countersubversive efforts. . (CONFIDENTIAL)
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